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Brief History of the Institute of Seatransport

Lam Kit

Foundation

On 26 October 1984, two lecturers at
the Department of Maritime Studies of Hong
Kong Polytechnic (Now Hong Kong
Polytechnic University) Captain L.C. NGAI
and Captain Peter C.T. CHU together with a
group of people in the shipping industry,
found the Institute of Seatransport. Based
in Hong Kong, it is a body consisting of the
different disciplines of the shipping industry.

The aim of the Institute is to promote
the exchange of professional knowledge
within the Hong Kong shipping community,
to promote the recognition of professional
seatransport for the community in Hong
Kong and the contribution which it makes to
our society. It is also a Chinese language
medium for the exchange of views within
the local territory.

Members come from different streams
in the shipping industry, such as ship owners,
marine insurers, ship brokers, maritime
lawyers, average adjusters, maritime
arbitrators, ship and cargo surveyors, ship
builders/repairers, harbour pilots and senior
seagoing personnel, for instance, ship
Masters, Chief Engineers etc.

There are four grades of memberships
in the institute; they are Associate, Ordinary,
Fellow and Corporate members.

The main functions of the institute
include the holding of regular seminars to
which well known people in the shipping
industries are invited, joint functions and
participation in conferences.

“Seaview” is the magazine of the
Institute. It was established in 1984 and is
published quarterly. “Seaview” is
distributed to members and related bodies
free and contain a wide range of articles and
features of general interest to those involved
in the marine industry.

The Institute was incorporated as a
limited company on 13 February 1986. In
August 1995, the Institute had been granted
the exemption of use of the word “limited”
by the Company Registry of Hong Kong
Government. This means that the Institute
is a company limited, but “Institute of
Seatransport” in operation and running
business.

Training Courses

The Institute has coordinated with the
School of Continuing and Professional
Education of the City University and the
Transport and Physical Distribution of
Vocational Training Council to run the
shipping related  training  courses.
Certificates are issued to successful trainees
after passing their examinations.  The
training courses are welcomed and are fully
supported.

As the needs of the community and
people have an intention for life-learning,
the Institute of Seatransport has organised
with the Hong Kong City University and the
Transport and Physical Distribution of
Vocational Training Council to upgrade and
create the Diploma Course in Shipping and
Logistics Management in the year of 2002
for the industries. The first diploma course
commenced in January 2003.

Sea Transport Conference

The  first  Asian Seatransport
Conference (APSCO) was held in Hong
Kong by the Institute on 25-26 June 1987, to
discuss the “Containerization Development
in the Far East”.

On 6-7 October 1997, the Institute of
Seatransport hosted the fourth APSCO
conference in Hong Kong with the theme
“Challenge in Shipping”. The conference
celebrated the 10" anniversary of APSCO
and the Institute was pleased to host the 10™
anniversary celebration as it had hosted the
initial conference. It also hosted the first



APSCO conference after the handover of
Hong Kong to China in 1997.

Cross-Strait Conference

There were no conferences at all since
the 4™ APSCO on 7 October 1997.  After 5
years, the  Shenzhen Seatransport
Association of China proposed a shipping
conference for “Mainland, Taiwan and Hong
Kong”. The Conference was successfully
held in November 2002. This seemed that
the continuation of APSCO, isn’t it?

Hong Kong Maritime Industry Promotion
and Fund Raising Day

The twelve organisations of Hong
Kong Maritime Industry (HKMI), including
the Institute of Seatransport which
celebrated the 25" Anniversary at the time,
jointly organised the HKMI Promotion and
Fund Raising Day. The event served the
purpose of promoting the strength, strong
presence and unity of HKMI to the general
public, to assist/encourage the younger
generation to join HKMI. One of the
purposes of fund raising is to put into a
scholarship to the young generations who
are keen to take maritime-related subjects or
courses at selected tertiary institutions in
Hong Kong.

Captain Lam Kit, Master Mariner, M.1.S.



