GMDSS – Radiotelephony (Short Range) for non-SOLAS vessels


Lam Kit


I have read the article in No. 71 issue of Seaview written by Mr. Basil Leung about “Long/Short Range Radiotelephone Certificate for non-SOLAS vessels” (the “Certificate”).  The course that issues the Certificate commenced in October 2006 and is known as GMDSS Restricted Certificate of Competency in Radiotelephony (Short Range) Course (“the Course”).  The Course is primarily for government staff who are working on board government vessels at Marine Department Training Centre (MDTC) equipped with Digital Selective Call / Radiotelephone (DSC_R/T) radio. 


The scope of training covered in the Course includes: -

(i) The theory of radio wave;

(ii) Use of VHF radiotelephone (VHF R/T) in terrestrial communication for:

(a) Distress, Urgency and Safety,

(b) Public correspondence.

(iii) Radio Regulations in relation to VHF Radiotelephony;

(iv) Basic concept of GMDSS;

(v) Use of VHF Digital Selective Calling (DSC) for:

(a) Distress alert, Urgency and Safety call,

(b) Public correspondence.

(vi) Concept and use of EPIRB, SART, and Navtex;

(vii) Practising use of VHF DSC, VHF Radiotelephone, EPIRB, SART and Navtex by means of GMDSS simulator.


The Course lasts for 4 days and is conducted primarily in English supplemented with Cantonese.  The written assessment is also in English.  The Course is suitable for and appropriate to participants who wish to familiarise themselves with using the new VHF R/T with DSC is installed on board such vessels.


Holders of the Certificate issued by the Office of Telecommunication Authority (OFTA) are qualified and authorised to operate the VHF radio station either in DSC type or in old R/T type on board local vessels.  It is to be noted that the continuous listening watch on VHF channel 16 on coast stations was discontinued on 1 February 2005 (Hong Kong Coast Radio Station was closed on 1 September 2006). Consequently, the DSC equipment is now an essential radio subsystem in local vessels.

The Course is suitable for applicants who

1. are at least 18 years of age;

2. possess a basic knowledge of maritime radio-communications practice;

3. possess a basic knowledge of English.

For point 2 above, a basic knowledge of maritime radio-communications practice includes:

a. the ability to spell out Phonetic Alphabet A – Z, numerals 0 – 9, including the decimal and full stop; and 

b. good practice of listening first before using radio.


For point 3 above, a basic knowledge of English is required as the information shown on the screen is all displayed in English.  In addition, messages from the DSC are all in English.


Captain Lam Kit, Master Mariner, M.I.S.

